April 12, 2011

FIVE OF TOP-SIX GOLFERS, MARK CALCAVECCHIA, FRED FUNK, PETER JACOBSEN, DEFENDING CHAMPION GARY HALLBERG HEADLINE EARLY GREATER HICKORY CLASSIC AT ROCK BARN FIELD

CONOVER, N.C. – Many of the best players on the Champions Tour are set to play the ninth annual Greater Hickory Classic at Rock Barn presented by Kia Motors June 6-12, 2011, it was announced today.  

Five of the top six in the current Charles Schwab Cup point standings are in the field.  Nick Price, Jeff Sluman, John Cook, Russ Cochran and Olin Brown all have plans to challenge the Rock Barn layout in June. 

Defending champion and Wake Forest University alumnus Gary Hallberg will return to Rock Barn in June.  Last year’s win was the first of Hallberg’s career, and the Colorado golfer will try to make it two straight when he returns to the site of last year’s emotional win. This year’s tournament will be Hallberg’s fourth visit to Rock Barn Golf & Spa.

Calcavecchia, 15th in the current Charles Schwab Cup point standings, will make his first Greater Hickory Classic appearance in June; he has played in four Champions Tour events and four PGA TOUR events this year.  He has two top-10 finishes in his four Champions Tour events this year, and he is currently 14th on the Champions Tour money list. 

Funk finished tied for ninth last year at Rock Barn; it was his highest finish in four appearances here.  The University of Maryland alumnus has a runner up among three top-10 finishes in five Champions Tour appearances this year.  He has also made four PGA TOUR starts this season. He is 11th in the current Charles Schwab Cup point standings and 10th in Champions Tour money. 

Fan favorite Jacobsen has only played in two Champions Tour events this year, but he has spent several weekends in the announce booth for NBC Sports’ PGA TOUR coverage.  The Oregon golfer will make his first appearance in the Greater Hickory Classic at Rock Barn this year.

Also in the tentative Greater Hickory Classic field are Reidsville, N.C. resident Mike Goodes, Larry Nelson, Larry Mize, Hal Sutton, Joey Sindelar and Roxboro, N.C. native Jim Thorpe. 

The ninth annual Greater Hickory Classic at Rock Barn presented by Kia Motors is set for June 6-12, 2011 at Rock Barn Golf & Spa in Conover, N.C.  Tournament tickets are available for purchase through the tournament office or the tournament website below.  The event features a week of special events and attractions, including exhibitions, pro-ams and three days of Champions Tour competition among some of the greatest legends in golf.  Operated by the Greater Hickory Classic Foundation, a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit, the tournament donates all net proceeds to charities throughout the Greater Hickory Metro area each year. For more information, please call (828) 459-4000 or visit www.greaterhickoryclassic.com.
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