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GREAT GRAND CHAMPIONS PRO-AM RETURNS TO GREATER HICKORY CLASSIC AT ROCK BARN 

CONOVER, N.C. – When many of the best players on the Champions Tour are playing the Jones course at Rock Barn Golf & Spa during next month’s Greater Hickory Classic at Rock Barn presented by Kia Motors, some of the legends of the game will be in the clubhouse and on the Jackson Course sharing some memories of the history of golf. 
The Great Grand Champions Pro-Am is returning to the Greater Hickory Classic at Rock Barn presented by Kia Motors, it was announced today. The ninth annual Greater Hickory Classic is set for June 6-12 at Rock Barn Golf and Spa in Conover, N.C. 
Golfers competing in the Great Grand Champions Pro-Am this year are Miller Barber, Hall of Fame member Billy Casper, Lee Elder, Jim Ferree, Dow Finsterwald, Jack Fleck, Hall of Fame member Doug Ford, Bob Goalby, Fred Hawkins, Don January, Howie Johnson, Hall of Fame member Gene Littler, Billy Maxwell, Doug Sanders and Hall of Fame member Charlie Sifford. 
The Great Grand Champions Pro-Am begins with a breakfast for fans and golfers at 8:45 a.m. on Wednesday, June 8.  Great Grand Champion Bob Goalby will serve as the master of ceremonies and introduce each of the other Great Grand Champions, and Greater Hickory Classic tournament director Jim Correll will then introduce the amateur golfers who will play with each professional.  After the breakfast, the golfers will have a 10 a.m. shotgun start on the Jackson Course at Rock Barn Golf and Spa.  Goalby’s team won last year’s event that was shortened to nine holes due to rain. 
“This event might be my favorite part of Greater Hickory Classic week,” executive tournament director Jim Correll said. “We are so fortunate to have a chance to hear true legends of the game tell stories about the early days of professional golf.  Everything we do today as a Champions Tour event started with these guys earlier in their careers.  It’s such a treat to have them at Rock Barn and hear their stories.  It’s a hidden gem of the Champions Tour, and we are proud to host them at the Greater Hickory Classic.” 
The Great Grand Champions pro-am, formerly the Vantage Classic Super Seniors Pro-Am, is an 18-hole competition played four times a year.  The other three events are the Regions Tradition at Shoal Creek near Birmingham, Ala. earlier this month, the Constellation Energy Senior Players Championship at Westchester, N.Y. Aug. 15-21 and the Charles Schwab Cup Championship in San Francisco Oct. 31-Nov. 6. 
The Great Grand Champions Pro-Am and breakfast are both open to the public.  Individual breakfast tickets are $15; tables of eight are available for $100, and they can be purchased by calling the tournament office at (828) 459-9000.  Tournament admission is just $20 per day Tuesday through Sunday using the ticket information below. 
The ninth annual Greater Hickory Classic at Rock Barn presented by Kia Motors is set for June 6-12, 2011 at Rock Barn Golf & Spa in Conover, N.C.  Tournament tickets are available for purchase through the tournament office or the tournament website below.  The event features a week of special events and attractions, including exhibitions, pro-ams and three days of Champions Tour competition among some of the greatest legends in golf.  Operated by the Greater Hickory Classic Foundation, a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit, the tournament donates all net proceeds to charities throughout the Greater Hickory Metro area each year. For more information, please call (828) 459-4000 or visit www.greaterhickoryclassic.com.
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