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For immediate release.

“BIRDIES FOR ZAHRA” RAISES $10,000 THROUGH KIWANIS CLUBS, GREATER HICKORY CLASSIC AT ROCK BARN EFFORT
CONOVER, N.C. – The Greater Hickory Classic at Rock Barn presented by Kia Motors and the Kiwanis Clubs of Catawba County raised $10,000 through the “Birdies for Zahra” program during the annual Champions Tour event to help build Zahra Baker’s All Children’s Playground, it was announced today. 
In the fall of last year, two-time cancer survivor Zahra Baker, a 10-year-old Australian girl who had moved to Hickory with her Australian father and her stepmother, was murdered.   Through its partnership with the Kiwanis Clubs, the Greater Hickory Classic at Rock Barn raised funds to help build a playground suitable for all children in Baker’s memory through the “Birdies for Zahra” program.  

The Kiwanis Clubs in Catawba County, including the Kiwanis Clubs of Newton, Western Catawba and Hickory and the Catawba County Golden K Club in conjunction with the Greater Hickory Classic at Rock Barn created the program. Its sole purpose was to raise money for the playground by asking fans and local businesses to pledge money for each birdie made in the 2011 Greater Hickory Classic at Rock Barn Champions Tour event June 10-12.  
Through the first eight years of the event, Champions Tour professionals made approximately 900 birdies during the three rounds of official tournament play.  However, due to course conditions during this year’s event, professional golfers set a Champions Tour record for birdies during an official event with 1,147 birdies recorded.  

It was perfect timing for the Birdies for Zahra program as more than $7,000 was raised through per-birdie pledges and contributions.  With the Greater Hickory Classic at Rock Barn contributing its $3,000 matching donation, the tournament and Kiwanis Clubs made a $10,000 donation today to help build the playground.  Multiple Champions Tour players and staff members made donations.  
“In Kiwanis, our motto is ‘Serving the Children of the World,’” said Hickory Kiwanis Club member and Kiwanis district governor Bill Wiggs who also serves on the Zahra Baker All Children’s Playground committee.  “The Greater Hickory Classic, the Champions Tour, volunteers, contributors and PGA fans helped make ‘Birdies for Zahra’ a success.  Because of the generous support from golf fans and the Greater Hickory Classic at Rock Barn, we will be able to build a park in memory of Zahra Baker.  Children of all abilities from Catawba County and beyond will be able to enjoy this state-of-the-art playground in her memory.”

“All Champions Tour events are focused on raising money for local charities because it’s at the heart of what we do,” Greater Hickory Classic executive tournament director Jim Correll said.  “But when the cause is something so close to all of our hearts like Zahra’s playground, it is especially rewarding to see our community rally behind such an important cause.  Nothing can ever bring Zahra Baker back, but the playground will at least bring something positive out of this tragedy.  We are proud to have played a small role in making this donation possible, and we appreciate everyone who participated in this significant effort.”   

  For more information about the Zahra Baker All Children’s Playground or to make a contribution to the playground project,   please visit www.playgroundforzahra.org.

The ninth annual Greater Hickory Classic at Rock Barn presented by Kia Motors was played June 6-12, 2011 at Rock Barn Golf & Spa in Conover, N.C.  The event featured a week of special events and attractions, including exhibitions, pro-ams and three days of Champions Tour competition among some of the greatest legends in golf.  Operated by the Greater Hickory Classic Foundation, a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit, the tournament donates all net proceeds to charities throughout the Greater Hickory Metro area each year. For more information, please call (828) 459-4000 or visit www.greaterhickoryclassic.com.
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